
TRAIL TEST | 2016 SWM RS300R & RS500R

ARE THE 2016 SWMS JUST REBRANDED 
HUSQVARNAS? YES. AND HERE’S WHY 
WE THINK THAT’S A GOOD THING
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TRAIL TEST | 2016 SWM RS300R & RS500R

Main: Mitch wheelies through a creek on the 500
1. That’s 300, not 310
2. The rear-end is taken care of by KYB
3. Climbing hills on the 500 is easy
4. Standard skidplate sufficed
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SWM IS MARKETING THESE MACHINES AS 
TRAILBIKES, DISTANCING THEM FROM THE 

ENDURO/RACE MARKET

W
hen we 
Instagrammed the 
first picture of us 
testing SWM’s 
RS300R and 
RS500R enduros 
we got a bunch of 
armchair critics 
howling about 

them being rebadged Huskies. When we asked 
SWM brand manager Stephen Tuff what he 
thought of their response, he simply shrugged 
and said: “Yep, that’s right. And?”

Tuffy explained that the SWM RS300R and 
RS500R are based on the 2009-2012 
Husqvarna TE310 and TE510, with only a few 
small differences (see sidebar). But, what 
Tuffy kept repeating was that the SWMs are 
built around the more reliable 2009-2011 
Husqvarna engine, before the factory got out 

the scalpel and turned it into the X-Lite donk 
the following year. The rest of the running 
gear, like the Kayaba suspension, hydraulic 
clutch and Brembo brakes, are all top-notch 
and the same stuff found on the last Italian-
built Husqvarnas.

When Tuffy announced that the first 
shipment of SWM enduros had arrived, I was 
in two minds as to how we should approach 
the test. I mean, what’s the point in testing 
technology that we’d tested to death between 
2009 and 2012? Then I began to think back 
to those tests and realised I couldn’t 
remember a thing, and I wrote half of them! 

On top of that, the demographic that SWM 
is targeting has changed since the bikes were 
Husqvarnas. When we rode the TE310 and 
TE510 they were marketed as race bikes, 
designed to compete with the likes of KTM, 
Yamaha, Beta and Sherco enduro bikes. SWM 

is marketing these machines as trailbikes, 
distancing them from the enduro/race market.  
But how easy is it to convert a former racer 
into a reliable trailbike? And does it work?

DO THEY QUALIFY?
It’s hard to remember what the TE range was 
like to ride, considering the last time we rode 
them was over five years ago. So comparing 
them with the SWMs is a difficult task, since 
dirtbikes have improved significantly and what 
we now consider average, might have been 
great in 2010. But, here we go.

The RS300R uses the same single-cylinder, 
liquid-cooled engine that Husqvarna did five 
years ago, only this time around its electronic 
brain has been altered and the mapping tamed 
down. The RS300 engine feels slightly more 
trail-oriented than the TE310, with less 
top-end and more bottom. The engine 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
Differences between the 2010 TE310 and 2017 RS300R and the TE510 and RS500R:

RS300R
• Ignition is by GET instead of Mikuni
• New ECU mapping
• Twin mufflers instead of single
• Cush drive clutch
• Chinese plastics
• Wheels

RS500R
• Ignition is by GET instead of Mikuni
• New ECU mapping
• Twin mufflers instead of single
• Chinese plastics
• Wheels
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NOT  
CHINESE

The SWMs are not Chinese, 
they’re Italian. At the North 
Star Trailride we were often 
asked if they were from the 
east, but SWM confirms the 
only thing Chinese are the 

plastics.

Main: They look identical to the Italian Huskies
1. Comfortable bend of the ’bar
2. 50-tooth rear sprocket on the 300 restricts top speed
3. Mikuni ignition bluntens the power
4. The choke comes in handy on cold mornings
5. The 500 had a 47-tooth rear sprocket
6. Dual pipes are a little restrictive 
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produces bottom-end torque in any gear, but 
in a docile manner, and without the strength 
of a bigger bike. It felt like it had a heavy 
flywheel, chugging out of corners and idling 
lower than a Kardashian I.Q. But, without the 
punch the old TE310 had, SWM riders will 
need to be more active on the clutch, 
especially when a throttle blip is need to get 
over large obstacles.

While the mapping would be the main 
culprit, I can’t help put shovel some of the 
blame onto the restrictive dual mufflers. The 
oval silencers look great but it does feel like 
they dull the responsiveness of the engine. 
That being said, for an intermediate trailrider 
this is perfect.

The suspension on the RS300R is soft, 
possibly more so than the TE310 was. 
However, soft is good for trailriding. Both ends 
felt plush all the way through the stroke, but 
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offered very little in the way of firming up near 
the bottom of the stroke. When jumping the 
bike and flat landing I was able to bottom the 
shock, but it never felt dangerous or like it was 
going to rebound hard and spear me into the 
scrub. It just gave a loud clunk.

As for general handling, the RS300R isn’t 
pretending to be a KTM Freeride. The handling 
and chassis fits somewhere  between a 
Yamaha WR250F and Suzuki DR-Z400E. 
Standing up and guiding it through singletrack 
is just as easy as any race-bred enduro bike, 
just don’t expect to snap open the throttle and 
wheelie over a log just metres away.  

As for the RS500R, the engine feels like a 
sharper and more responsive Honda XR650R. 
It isn’t the odd German-designed TE511 
engine we saw in the last Husqvarnas before 
the company was sold to KTM part-owner 
Pierer Industries. As a 100kg rider I much 
prefer this engine to the 300, with loads more 
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WHEN JUMPING THE BIKE AND 
FLAT LANDING I WAS ABLE TO 

BOTTOM THE SHOCK

IN THE KNOW
ADB: The budget bike market is becoming more 
crowded, with European manufacturers popping up and  
the Chinese onslaught. What separates the SWM range 
from the rest and who are they designed for?
Stephen Tuff: The RS300R and RS500R are targeted at 
anyone who would like to own a capable enduro bike 
for trailriding. These bikes are fitted with quality 
componentry and have trusted DNA from their 
Husqvarna cousins. The big news is the price.
ADB: So does the RRP mean a cheap product? I’ve only 
ever had a positive experience with the Husqvarna 
brand (I had one as a long-termer in 2011/2012 and 
had no major dramas) but I know when they moved to 
the X-Lite engine it received some criticism.
ST: The rec retail of the RS650R, RS300R and RS500R is 
common sense. Mr Macchi, who has been the driving 
force behind getting SWM off the ground, was the 
technical director at Husqvarna. He was able to secure 
the intellectual property from KTM, walk back into the 
manufacturing plant in Biandronno where he was 
formerly employed and begin production quickly. He 
knew the bikes, he knew the process and the parts 
were quickly made available to begin production 
because it had all been done before. There was minimal 
research and development required to produce these 
bikes and get the company off the ground. We expect 
the RS300R and RS500R to sell well. The price point is a 
big factor. Who doesn’t want to own a new bike? And 
when you can do it for $5000 or $6000 less than from 
another brand, it’s hard to look past.
ADB: What’s the go with spare parts? Can parts from 
the 2010 Husqvarnas be used?
ST: All of our spare parts are dispatched from the SWM 
factory. Some Husqvarna parts are compatible with the 
new models. The engine parts are essentially the same. 
The plastics, seat and tank are not compatible due to 
different mounting points. Parts are readily available 
from SWM Australia dealers. We are still in the process 
of building the dealer network but it is growing. You 
can see the dealer listing at www.swmmotorcycles.
com.au. SWM Australia’s head office is in Melbourne, 
from where all bikes and spare parts are distributed.
ADB: At this stage we’ve only seen a 650 adventure/
enduro machine and these two trailbikes. Does SWM 
have any plans to expand the range?
ST: SWM plans to expand its range across motocross, 
enduro, adventure and road. We are already seeing 
road models which will arrive in Australia in the next 
few months. The Superdual adventure bike has created 
a storm over the internet and we expect that to sell in 
good numbers. There is a new competition-style cross 
country off-road bike and an MX bike in the works. 
Clearly SWM plans on working itself into the market in 
a serious way.
ADB: For those of us who haven’t heard of SWM before, 
what is its history? 
ST: SWM did very well in the late ’70s and early ’80s. 
Aussie gun enduro riders like Murray Tainton raced 
SWMs and there are several passionate owners who 
still have SWM models from the ’80s that they continue 
to ride.

Main: The 300 is a little undersprung for big jumps
1. Digital, but a little bulky speedo setup
2. The shock in the 500 felt much stiffer
3. Keep an eye on that oil!
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SWM RS300R
Engine
Type Single-cylinder, DOHC
Displacement 297.6cc
Bore × stroke 83mm x 55mm
Cooling                                                 Liquid
Compression ratio N/A
Fuel metering Get ECU, Mikuni D42
Tank capacity 7.2L
Transmission Six-speed
Clutch hydraulic, wet multi-plate
Dimensions
Wheelbase 1495mm
Seat height 963mm
Ground clearance 250mm
Weight  (dry)                                        107kg
Suspension
Front Kayaba 50mm USD
Rear Kayaba monoshock
Brakes
Front Brembo 260mm disc
Rear Brembo 240mm disc
Running Gear
Handlebar                                           N/A
Front                            Pirelli Scorpion XC
Rear               Pirelli Scorpion XC
Price & Contacts
RRP $8290
Website swmmotorcycles.com.au
Phone                                (03) 8362 1600

Warranty Six months parts & labour

STAR RATING                      
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power but it does idle in the basement like the 
smaller motor. 

The RS500R was the weapon of choice 
when climbing hills at our test venue in 
Braidwood, NSW. While the RS300R produces 
a healthy bottom-end, it doesn’t conjure up 
the same brute power the RS500R does. But 
remember, this isn’t a wheel-standing, 
arm-tearing brute, this is responsive XR650-
style power that required minimal 
concentration, throttle control and skill.

The suspension on the RS500R is 
significantly firmer, putting up more of a fight 
against bottoming. This suited someone of my 
size better than the RS300R. Like all big 
dirtbikes, the RS500R could be lugged around 
in third gear without needing to bash the 
shifter when the trail tightened. 

While handling on the 500 was not as sharp 
as the 300 and the bike took an extra few 
metres to pull up, it was still the easier, lazier 
bike of the two. Just as on the 300, the 
Brembo brakes, hydraulic clutch and electric 
leg were faultless.

So, to answer the question of whether a 
factory can convert an old enduro racer into a 
trailbike, the answer is yes. The RS300R and 
RS500R feel like more docile versions of their 
ancestors and perfect for trailriding. The 
mapping transforms the old Husky 310 and 
510 into rideable and reliable trailbikes (see 
sidebar). A soft suspension setup, especially 
on the RS300R, just accentuates the SWM’s 
trail readiness and, at a touch over $8000, 
they’re certainly worth considering next time 
you’re in the market for a serious trailbike. 

THIS ISN’T A WHEEL-STANDING, ARM-
TEARING BRUTE, THIS IS DOCILE, 

HONDA XR650-STYLE POWER

A TRUE TEST
In order to really evaluate the SWMs’ ability as 
reliable trailbikes, we took both machines to 
the North Star Trailride (see p90) and 
completed a lap on each of the 90, 40 and 
20km loops over two days. This equated to 
roughly 12 hours of riding. Conditions were 
hard on bikes, especially the Enchanted 
Forest, but after the weekend we were 
impressed with the SWM’s resolve. We had no 
mechanical dramas, except a loose fuel pump 
manifold that leaked fuel. We tightened the 
bolt and the fuel stopped leaking. 

While other bikes were boiling on the Mt 
Mitchell hillclimb, the SWMs had no such 
problems, despite needing to be skull dragged 
the last two metres when a fallen rider created 
a bottleneck near the summit. We crashed 
several times, bashed through the tight tree 
sections and managed nearly 150km/h on the 
open straights but  when we rolled into our 
campsite on the Sunday we had nothing but 
awesome memories of both bikes and event.

SHARE 
HOLDER

The Shineray Motorcycle 
Company, maker of the 
XY250GY sold here is a 

major shareholder in SWM. 
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Main: Extreme style terrain is not out of its league
1. We never needed to use the hot start lever 
2. Dual header pipes look trick
3. Still running a key unfortunately

SWM RS500R
Engine
Type Single-cylinder, DOHC
Displacement 501cc
Bore × stroke 97mm x 67.8mm
Cooling                                                 Liquid
Compression ratio N/A
Fuel metering Get ECU, Mikuni D42 body
Tank capacity 7.2L
Transmission      Six-speed, constant mesh
Clutch hydraulic, wet multi-plate
Dimensions
Wheelbase 1495mm
Seat height 963mm
Ground clearance 250mm
Weight (dry)                                         112kg
Suspension
Front Kayaba 50mm USD
Rear Kayaba monoshock
Brakes
Front 260mm Brembo disc
Rear 240mm Brembo disc
Running Gear
Handlebar                                           N/A
Front                            Pirelli Scorpion XC
Rear               Pirelli Scorpion XC
Price & Contacts
RRP $8990
Website swmmotorcycles.com.au
Phone  (03) 8362 1600
Warranty Six months parts & labour

STAR RATING                      
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